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Alabama Car Registration, Yearly Value
Tax and Insurance 2026
There is no emissions testing and the agency says so in its own words. But registration carries a
yearly tax on value, and it accrues even if the car is never driven.

SHORT ANSWER

Read two sentences together. First: there is no emissions testing, and the agency itself writes it,
with no county distinction at all. Second: registration carries a yearly tax on value, which the
agency's own definition calls a property tax, not a use tax, so it accrues even if the car is never
driven and the accrued tax is collected before a plate is issued. One multiplier in the calculation is
your county's rate; we publish no figure here, because county rates could not be verified and the
agency's two official pages do not agree on one class ratio. The order matters too: insurance
written for Alabama first, then the title, then the county counter.

Emissions: here we can say there is none
The state revenue agency's own question and answer page asks the question and answers it word for word:
No. Alabama law does not provide for emissions testing of motor vehicles. This is one of the rare items in this
series where we can write there is none rather than we could not find out.

We do not write the same sentence about periodic safety inspection. The correct statement is this: no
periodic safety inspection appears on the agency's published list of registration prerequisites. The only
inspection that exists is the vehicle identification number and ownership document inspection carried out
by the licensing official on every change of ownership, and it is not required on renewal. A separate
inspection regime exists for damaged or rebuilt vehicles; its detail was not read in this research.

The yearly value tax: we give the structure, not a figure
The revenue agency's own formula has three multipliers and we name all three.

MULTIPLIER WHAT THE AGENCY WRITES

Market value The administrative rule states that market value will be 89 percent of the established average
retail value, citing emissions equipment, depreciation and vehicle condition. Valuation is made as
of October 1 and used for the tax of the following calendar year

Class ratio The vehicle-specific page puts private passenger cars, station wagons, all-terrain vehicles of any
weight and pickup trucks under 8,000 pounds in one class; commercial vehicles, motorcycles,
trailers and trucks over 8,000 pounds in another; and utility company vehicles in a third
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MULTIPLIER WHAT THE AGENCY WRITES

Your county's
millage rate

It varies from county to county, and within a county by municipality. It could not be verified in this
research

TWO CONFLICTS AND ONE WARNING, AND WE PRINT ALL THREE

The conflict: the classification on the agency's general property tax page and the classification on
its vehicle valuation page do not give the same figure for private passenger cars. The vehicle-
specific text looks more apt for a vehicle, but we do not present a single ratio as settled and we do
not take sides.
That is why no ad valorem amount appears in this guide. One multiplier could not be verified and
another conflicts between two official pages; producing a figure from those two would hand the
reader a wrong budget.
The warning: some cities spread across more than one county, so two people living in the same city
can pay different amounts for the same car. One county licensing office says it plainly: your tax
district may have changed and the amount on your renewal notice may be wrong.
What to do: ask your own county office for its rate by giving your address, and write the answer
down.

You have a right to a prorated credit: if a vehicle is sold, traded, totaled, permanently removed from
Alabama or stolen without recovery, the owner may claim a prorated credit for tax paid for the rest of the
period. The claim period is 60 days from the event and the claim goes to the county where the tax was paid.
The credit voucher is valid for 12 months.

What is required at first registration
STEP DETAIL

Mandatory
insurance

The vehicle must be covered by an Alabama liability policy before registration. The official
checks insurance through the online verification system; if it cannot be verified, an
insurance card is requested

Title For vehicles that require one, the owner first applies for an Alabama title through a
designated agent of the state revenue agency

Vehicle identification
number inspection

On every change of ownership the official or an authorized deputy physically inspects the
vehicle. Some counties require the vehicle at the office, or an inspection form signed by an
Alabama law enforcement officer, and do not accept photocopies

Identification for
every owner

The state agency's brochure requires a valid driver license or non-driver identification
card for every owner appearing on the title. Two separate counties publish the same
requirement; one is stricter: an out-of-state license or identification card must be
presented unexpired

Final step The official collects registration fees and the accrued value tax and issues the plate

One caution: the state brochure contains a phrase that could be read as meaning a national driver license;
whether that phrase covers a foreign license could not be verified from any agency text. We do not write
that a foreign license allows registration on the strength of it.
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Deadlines and fees
SITUATION PERIOD OR AMOUNT

A person moving from another
state with a valid registration

30 days from the date the vehicle entered the state

A person buying or otherwise
acquiring a vehicle

20 calendar days; if the last day falls on a Sunday, a holiday or a day the office is
closed, the next business day

Title 15 dollars, plus 3 dollars to the licensing official

Standard passenger plate 23 dollars, plus a 1.25 dollar issuance fee

Added on top Local fees, the yearly value tax and sales tax

Late penalty 15 dollars plus interest; for late registration, late transfer of a plate to a new
vehicle, failure to renew in your own month, and failure to register within 30 days
of moving to the state

Keeping the document in the
vehicle

The registration and tax receipt must be kept in the vehicle; failure to produce it
carries a penalty of at least 50 dollars

Your renewal month follows the first letter of your surname
The revenue agency's own sentence: vehicles are registered under a staggered system running from
January through November, by the first letter of the owner's surname. The full letter and month table does
not appear on the agency's own page; the table below is published by a county licensing office and
matches the example the agency gives. Ask your own county about statewide application.

RENEWAL MONTH SURNAMES BEGINNING WITH

January A, D

February B

March C, E

April F, G, N

May H, O

June M, I

July P, L

August J, K, R

September Q, S, T

October U, V, W, X, Y, Z

October or November Leased, commercial and fleet vehicles, and certain special plates

Clinch Law Firm P.C. · clinchlaw.com · +1 866-491-7669 · General information, not legal advice Page 3 / 6



TWO PROBLEMS IN THAT TABLE FOR A TURKISH READER

If a vehicle is registered to two people, the renewal month follows the surname of the person listed
first on the registration.
The Turkish letters (Ç, Ğ, İ, Ö, Ş, Ü) have no equivalent in that table. It is likely that the letter as
written on your document governs, but we could not verify it; ask the county office and write the
answer down.
And the notice may not arrive. The agency's own answer: many counties mail renewal notices, many
do not, and not receiving one does not relieve the owner of the duty to renew on time. Track your
own month yourself.

Mandatory insurance and pricing
ITEM DETAIL

Minimum limits 25,000 dollars for the death or bodily injury of one person, 50,000 dollars for two or more,
and 25,000 dollars for damage to or destruction of property

Where the policy
comes from

The insurer must be authorized to do business in Alabama; a policy from another state
does not register the car

Acceptable proof It must show the current effective date, the insurer's code number, the vehicle
identification number and the policy number

A second conflict,
in the penalty
figure

The state agency's brochure says up to 500 dollars for a first violation; the relevant section
of the statute says not more than 200 dollars for the traffic offense and doubles it on later
convictions. Two official texts do not give the same figure and we take no side

The real cost It does not end with a fine: registration suspension and reinstatement fees follow

Appeal To the state tax tribunal within 30 days of the notice being mailed

After an accident If proof of release from liability is not filed within 20 days, the agency sets a security amount;
if it is not posted, the license and all registrations are suspended within 60 days. The rule
applies to non-residents as well
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PRICING: NO PROHIBITED CRITERION FOUND IN THE STATUTE, THE REGULATIONS COULD NOT BE READ

Research read the full text of the two principal statutory sections on insurance rate making. Neither
contains a list of prohibited criteria; they set only a general standard: rates may not be excessive or
inadequate and may not unfairly discriminate between risks involving essentially the same
hazards.
In the downloaded full text of the relevant title, the terms credit score, credit report, credit history,
insurance score, national origin and marital status do not appear at all.
But we stop here. That was a statutory sweep; the state insurance department's regulations could
not be read at all in this research. So the sentence no criterion is prohibited in Alabama cannot be
written. The correct sentence is: research found no statutory section listing prohibited criteria, and
the regulatory level could not be read.
There is still a practical consequence: do not assume here the protections you saw in other states.
Get quotes from at least three places and ask each one directly: I have no U.S. credit history, how do
you treat that. Ask for the answer in writing.

Tolls
There is no free-flow toll highway, but the federal inventory lists toll bridges and two ferries. All the bridges
are facilities run by a private company and the electronic transponder is called Alabama Freedom Pass; the
two ferries are run by the state transportation agency. So there is no such thing as a state toll system to
describe here; there are individual facilities. We publish no tariff figures, because the cover report of the
federal data set is titled as a 2023 compilation; check the facility's own page for the current rate.

Fake toll notice texts: research found no warning published by an Alabama agency on this, so we cannot
pass one on in an agency's words, and we do not write that there is none. The general rule is the same
everywhere: official agencies do not send payment demands through links in text messages. Do not tap
the link, do not pay, and check your account by typing the facility's own address yourself.

1 Start the policy before you register the car and make sure it is written for Alabama. Insurance is a
prerequisite to registration.

2 Apply for the title through a designated agent, then go to the county counter.

3 Bring a valid license or state identification card for every owner named on the title.

4 Put three deadlines on your calendar: 30 days if you moved to the state, 20 days if you bought a car,
and the renewal month that falls to your surname.

5 Ask your county for its rate by giving your address. The value tax is collected before a plate is issued
and accrues even if the car is not driven.

6 Do not wait for a renewal notice. Many counties mail them, many do not, and its absence does not
remove the duty.

7 Get insurance quotes from at least three places and ask each one how the absence of U.S. credit
history is treated.
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TURKISH-SPEAKING IMMIGRATION ATTORNEY IN ALABAMA

Have a question about your immigration status?
Attorney Asim Clinch serves clients across Alabama, in Turkish and English. Free evaluation:
clinchlaw.com/free-evaluation · +1 866-491-7669
Office: 321 N Central Expy, Ste 206, McKinney, TX 75070

Attorney responsible for this guide: Asim Clinch, Esq., Clinch Law Firm P.C. Attorney Asim Clinch is a member of the Missouri Bar (No. 76084) and
practices U.S. federal immigration law.

Attorney advertising. This guide is general information only. It is not legal advice and is not a substitute for the advice of an attorney. Information
compiled from official sources as of October 10, 2026; fees and procedures change, so check the official site before you act. Reading this guide
does not create an attorney-client relationship. The choice of a lawyer is an important decision and should not be based solely upon
advertisements. Latest version: clinchlaw.com/city-guides/alabama-immigration-attorney
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