Cl' h LAW FIRN Huntsville Newcomer Guide
INCIN e October 2026
STEP-BY-STEP GUIDE - HUNTSVILLE

School Enroliment in Huntsville:
Documents, Address and 2026 Guide

This is the exception to the three-county theme: the test is the city limits, not the county. And the
district's own text carries the strongest documentation guarantee in the series.
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SHORT ANSWER

In this three-county city the school question has one answer: the district's own enrollment guide ties
the test not to the county but to the city limits, so a Huntsville resident on the Limestone or Morgan
side enrolls in the same district. And this section carries one of the strongest institutional
guarantees we have seen in the series: in the district's own words, no student may be denied
enroliment solely because of failure to meet the documentation requirements. The parent
identification it accepts expressly includes a passport and an identification card obtained through
a consulate, and a Social Security number is asked for nowhere. But we write the limit in the same
breath: if you are staying with a relative, a home visit by a school official is required to verify
residency.

The test is the city limits, not the county

The district's enroliment guide states the admission test this way: school-age children who reside within
the municipal limits of the City of Huntsville may be admitted, and the student's residence is the residence
of the parent or legal guardian with actual custody.

What that means in practice: in many sections of this guide the answer changes with the county; here it
does not. Whichever of the three counties you are in, if the address is inside the city limits you enroll in the
same district. The only thing to check is whether the address is inside the city limits; a house a step
outside them can fall into a county school system, which is a different district. Which school is a separate
question: the district uses the legal address in the tax records for zoning and publishes its own school zone
lookup tool. The address lookup service and the city's own address tool also return a school zone; run them
before you rent or buy.
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THE DISTRICT'S OWN GUARANTEE: MISSING DOCUMENTS DO NOT BLOCK ENROLLMENT

» No student may be denied enroliment solely because of failure to meet the documentation
requirements. Enroliment is provisional pending receipt of the required documentation and
verification of eligibility.

« A birth certificate is requested as age verification, but the guide repeats in capitals: failure to provide
a birth certificate or other supplemental documentation will not cause enroliment or admission to be

denied.

- Take those sentences with you in writing. If you are turned away at the enroliment desk for missing
paperwork, the text you rely on is the district's own guide. Source: the district's enrollment page.

The documents asked for at enroliment

DOCUMENT

Proof of residence

Shared residence

Age verification

Proof of custody

Parent photo
identification

Immunization
certificate

Previous school
records

If the enrolling
adult is not the
natural parent

THE DISTRICT'S OWN RULE

If you own: the deed plus a current power, water, cable or landline bill. If you rent: the lease
plus a current bill. The enroliment page states this as two proofs of residence and a bill from
the most recent 30 days

If you are staying in a relative's or an acquaintance's home, a shared residence affidavit is
completed; the homeowner or leaseholder provides a current bill and photo identification, and
the parent shows mail addressed to them at that address. A checklist, signatures from both
parties and a student residency statement are also required. And the enroliment page's own
sentence: a home visit by a school official is required to verify residency

The original or a certified copy of a birth certificate is requested, but under the capitalized
sentence above its absence does not block enroliment

If custody is divided between two parents, a certified copy of the most recent court order

The district's own list: a driver's license, a state identification card, a passport, or other
official photo identification such as an identification card obtained through an official
government agency or a consulate

A current immunization certificate or a certificate of exemption issued by the state health
agency. It can be obtained from the county health department, from local physicians or from
military clinics; the department inside the city is at 301 Max Luther Drive, Huntsville, phone
256-539-371

If a transcript or cumulative record is missing, the student is admitted provisionally to the
grade claimed. If the records do not arrive within 30 calendar days, the school determines
the grade through an academic assessment

A non-parental affidavit is required. If the parent lives in one of the neighboring counties, the
enrolling person needs a custody document from a court or an agency

Three points deserve extra emphasis. First, a Social Security number is asked for neither on the
enrollment page nor in the guide. Second, an identification card obtained through a consulate is expressly
named in the district's own text, which is one of the sentences this series looks for. Third, do not let the
home visit come as a surprise: it is not an investigation, it is the district's residency verification procedure,
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but newcomer families very often stay with relatives and this procedure applies to exactly that situation.
Say so up front and prepare for it.

Is immigration status asked about

The honest answer: the district's own text says nothing at all on this. It neither says status is asked about
nor that it is not, and we build no claim out of that silence. The legal framework that applies statewide can
be written, and because a reader may find the statutory text online and take fright, we give it in the right
order:

o The textis still in the code. A provision requiring schools to inquire into a student's immigration status
at enrollment is published in full and with no warning note on the state's own legislative server.

e A federal court permanently enjoined that provision. The citation is Hispanic Interest Coalition of
Alabama v. Bentley, United States District Court for the Northern District of Alabama, Doc. 180,
stamped November 25, 2013.

o The statute's own general rule already exempts schools. A separate section of the same act lists the
services for which verification of lawful presence is not required, and the first item on that list is
elementary and secondary education.

e There is a constitutional basis as well, and it applies in this state too with respect to access to public
elementary and secondary education.

THE DATE YOU WILL SEE ONLINE IS WRONG

» The commonly repeated date of October 2013 is wrong; that is the date of the parties' joint report,
not of the order. The correct citation is Doc. 180, stamped November 25, 2013.

» The statute did not freeze in 2013. Other parts of the same act were amended twice in 2025, and
widely used legal sites give a snapshot dated December 30, 2024 for this statute and miss both
amendments.

» Protective-looking subsections inside an enjoined provision should not be read as live protection;
they are part of the enjoined text too.

» The force of the ruling comes from the court finding the provision unconstitutional, and that
applies statewide. The list of defendants concerns who was sued, not where the ruling applies. The
full text is in the court's stamped filing: courtlistener.com.

Language: there is a right to request

« The district's site has a translation tool and a parent handbook in Spanish. No published list of the
languages the district actually translates into was found in this research, and Turkish does not appear
on the list of any Alabama school district that could be read.

» So the accurate sentence is not Turkish service is available, it is: there is a right to request and this is
the door. Make the request in writing, and note who you gave it to and when.

« The state health agency publishes its language assistance notice in Turkish and gives a phone number:
1-800-252-1818. The same agency runs vital records and two children's health programs. No such text
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was found on the school side, but that does not mean support in Turkish cannot be requested from these
institutions.

Five questions to ask before enroliment

QUESTION WHY IT MATTERS

(J Which school zone does my address fall in, and is it The test is the city limits, not the county; a step
inside the city limits? outside is a different district

(O What do you accept as proof of residence, and does the In Alabama the real obstacle at enrollment is not
document have to be in my nhame? the number but proof of address

(O 1am staying in my relative's home; where do | get the The home visit is required in that situation; plan
affidavit and when is the home visit done? for it from the start

(O 1do not have a birth certificate; will enroliment still go The district's own sentence says it will; enrollment
through? opens provisionally

(O canlrequest a Turkish interpreter at enroliment, and who  Make the request in writing and note who
should | address the request to? received it and when

A note on dates: the revision date on the district's enrollment guide is April 2, 2024; the document can be
updated at the start of a school year, so open the current version on the enroliment page. And do not leave
the immunization certificate to enrollment day: the statute's list of services not requiring verification names
immunization outright.

TURKISH-SPEAKING IMMIGRATION ATTORNEY IN HUNTSVILLE
Have a question about your immigration status?

Attorney Asim Clinch serves clients across Huntsville, in Turkish and English. Free evaluation:
clinchlaw.com/free-evaluation - +1 866-491-7669
Office: 321 N Central Expy, Ste 206, McKinney, TX 75070

Attorney responsible for this guide: Asim Clinch, Esq., Clinch Law Firm P.C. Attorney Asim Clinch is a member of the Missouri Bar (No. 76084) and
practices U.S. federal immigration law.

Attorney advertising. This guide is general information only. It is not legal advice and is not a substitute for the advice of an attorney. Information
compiled from official sources as of October 10, 2026; fees and procedures change, so check the official site before you act. Reading this guide
does not create an attorney-client relationship. The choice of a lawyer is an important decision and should not be based solely upon
advertisements. Latest version: clinchlaw.com/city-guides/huntsville-immigration-attorney
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