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Registering a Car in Memphis and the
January 1, 2027 Rule
Registration runs only through the county clerk. The real item on the calendar is January 1, 2027:
after that date an initial registration requires status documentation and a renewal does not.

SHORT ANSWER

Registration applications are processed only through the county clerk, and your office is the Shelby
County Clerk. The real news is on the calendar: a state law enacted in 2026 provides that from
January 1, 2027 a county clerk may not process an application for the initial registration of a
vehicle for which a plate is issued until the applicant provides documentation that they are a citizen,
a lawful permanent resident, or a person whose presence has been authorized by the federal
government for a specific purpose and a specified period. Renewals do not require the document,
but the warning language is printed on every registration and every renewal. If you hold a valid
state driver license or state photo identification, including the temporary versions, the agency
treats that as sufficient on its own. Discuss your registration plan with your attorney.

The order: insurance first, then registration
1 Insurance. The state checks policies electronically through its own verification program, and a driver

can look up their own status by license plate number and vehicle identification number. We print no
coverage amounts; the detail is the same statewide.

2 Registration and plate. The state says it plainly: applications for registration are processed only
through your local county clerk. For this city that is the Shelby County Clerk.

3 Renewal. No document is required at renewal, but the warning language sits on the paperwork.

January 1, 2027: documentation required at initial registration
The act was enacted on April 23, 2026 and its effective date is split in two: immediately for data sharing,
forms and rulemaking, and January 1, 2027 for all other purposes. The revenue department's own notice
says the same thing.

ITEM WHAT THE RULE SAYS

Scope The initial registration of a vehicle for which a plate is issued. The clerk may not process the
application until the applicant provides documentation that they are a citizen, a lawful
permanent resident, or a person whose presence has been authorized by the federal
government for a specific purpose and a specified period
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ITEM WHAT THE RULE SAYS

Renewal No document required. But the warning language is printed on every registration and every
renewal

Documents
sufficient on their
own

A state driver license, a temporary driver license, a state photo identification license, a
temporary photo identification license, and a federally compliant license

For someone with
no state
document

The citizenship, permanent residence and temporary lawful presence lists are the same as the
license lists: foreign passport, visa and arrival record; for students and exchange programs,
the relevant federal form. An English translation of the passport may be required

Form of the
document

Paper or electronic; the agency accepts an image on your phone

If you buy from a
dealer

A dealer handling the transaction for you must attach a copy of the document to the
application

What this means in practice: someone holding a valid state driver license or state photo identification can
register after 2027 without carrying any extra document. A newcomer with no state document has to bring
a passport, a visa and the arrival record to the counter. So the license and the registration are two ends of
the same file; read our license guide first.

WHERE THE DATA GOES: WHAT WE SAY AND WHAT WE DO NOT

One section of the act sets up data sharing between the state agency and the county clerks; the
document presented is recorded, and in a dealer registration a copy goes into the file.
But the text contains no provision for transferring that information to an immigration enforcement
unit, and it says the detail of the channel will be filled in by rule.
So we write neither sentence: not that the data goes to an immigration unit, and not that it does not.
The most accurate version is this: the act creates a record and a sharing channel, the scope of that
channel is waiting to be filled in by rule, and make your registration plan knowing that.
No lawsuit or injunction was found in three separate searches, so as of today the January 1, 2027
date stands.

County wheel tax: no figure, and here is why
In this state many counties levy a wheel tax on top of registration, and the amount varies by county. No
published figure for Shelby County was found in this research, so we print no amount. A claim that there is
an additional municipal vehicle charge inside the city limits also circulates, and that could not be verified
either. Budget for the possibility of such a line alongside the registration fees, and ask the county clerk for
the amount.

Emissions testing: we build the sentence carefully
Emissions testing used to be required in six counties in this state. Shelby was not among those six, and that
distinction matters directly to a reader here. The city council voted to stop funding its own emissions
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program at the end of fiscal 2013 and responsibility was left to the county or the state; the state's six-county
program ended entirely in early 2022.

HERE WE STATE ONE LIMIT OPENLY

A sentence from an agency saying in its own words that this county has no mandatory emissions test
today could not be read in this research. The state environment department's program page no
longer exists and the city's own page is unreachable.
So we do not write that there is no emissions test; we write that Shelby was not among the six
counties running the program and that the program has ended.
No periodic safety inspection item was found either, and we report that as research did not find
one, not as there is none.
Ask about both items at the counter and note the answer.

1 Start the policy before you register the vehicle and make sure it is written for this state.

2 There is one counter: registration runs only through the county clerk, here the Shelby County Clerk.

3 Put January 1, 2027 on your calendar. After that date an initial registration requires status
documentation and a renewal does not.

4 Finish your license early: a valid state driver license or state photo identification, even a temporary
one, counts on its own.

5 If you have no state document, prepare the passport, visa and arrival record; the document may be
paper or electronic.

6 If you buy from a dealer, confirm that a copy of the document was attached to the application.

7 Ask the county clerk two questions: what is the wheel tax amount, and is an emissions or safety
inspection required.

8 If your immigration case is open, discuss the registration plan with your attorney.

TURKISH-SPEAKING IMMIGRATION ATTORNEY IN MEMPHIS
Have a question about your immigration status?
Attorney Asim Clinch serves clients in Memphis and the surrounding area, in Turkish and English.
Free evaluation: clinchlaw.com/free-evaluation · +1 866-491-7669
Office: 321 N Central Expy, Ste 206, McKinney, TX 75070

Attorney responsible for this guide: Asim Clinch, Esq., Clinch Law Firm P.C. Attorney Asim Clinch is a member of the Missouri Bar (No. 76084) and
practices U.S. federal immigration law.

Attorney advertising. This guide is general information only. It is not legal advice and is not a substitute for the advice of an attorney. Information
compiled from official sources as of October 12, 2026; fees and procedures change, so check the official site before you act. Reading this guide
does not create an attorney-client relationship. The choice of a lawyer is an important decision and should not be based solely upon
advertisements. Latest version: clinchlaw.com/city-guides/memphis-immigration-attorney
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