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Enrolling a Child in School in Missouri:
2026 Guide

The Social Security number question is closed at state level, but the immunization file is a real gate.
Two proofs of residency, a notarized affidavit and language support.
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SHORT ANSWER

The Social Security number question is closed at state level in Missouri: the state education
department tells districts that under a federal statute no government agency, school districts
included, may deny a right because someone refuses to disclose the number, and it asks the district
to be prepared to substitute an alternative number as an identifier. The district's document list,
though, is demanding: two proofs of residency, dated within the last 30 days and in the parent's
name. And the immunization file is a real gate: an incomplete record is one of the few lawful grounds
to refuse enrollment.

The state rule: you attend where you live

Citing state law, the state education department's own page says this: a child is entitled to attend school
where the child resides and is domiciled, and the domicile of a minor child is the domicile of the parent or
court-appointed legal guardian. So your school district is set by your address, not your status. There is a
federal floor as well: Plyler v. Doe requires equal access to basic public education regardless of immigration
status, and the guidance the state gives districts is built on that decision. Source: the state residency and
student enroliment page.

The Social Security number question is closed at state level

The department's guidance says this: under Section 7(a) of the Privacy Act of 1974 it is unlawful for any
federal, state or local government agency, including a school district, to deny any right, benefit or
privilege because a person refuses to disclose a Social Security number. The department continues the
thought: since refusal cannot be a reason to exclude someone from a program, the school district must be
prepared to substitute an alternative number as an identifier. There is a procedural rule alongside it: if a
district does request the number, it must say whether answering is mandatory or voluntary, by what authority
it is requested and what the number will be used for, and in the department's words in most cases that
means stating that disclosure is voluntary. These lines were read from summaries of pages on the
department's own domain; the pages themselves would not open directly, so we do not quote them word for
word and instead convey the substance.
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WHAT YOU HAVE IF THE NUMBER IS REQUESTED

« The state education department publishes two documents: Social Security number disclosure and
undocumented students and Social Security numbers.

« We could not read the text of those documents, so we do not describe their contents. But their
existence is useful in itself: to a school office that says it cannot enroll without a number, you can
point out that the state's own department has written guidance for this situation and direct them to
the page.

- Immigration status is not among the lawful grounds for refusing enrollment. You do not have to
give your status or your documents to anyone for a school enroliment.

The few lawful grounds for refusing enroliment, and immunization
is one

« State law limits when a district may refuse to enroll a student: a determination by the superintendent after
a hearing that the student poses an immediate danger; a continuing suspension or expulsion from another
school; a suspension following a charge or conviction for certain serious offenses; and failing to meet the
state's immunization requirements.

- Immunization is the gate people actually hit. In the district's own words, students must meet Missouri
school immunization requirements before the first day; a student without the required record, an
approved exemption, or documentation that immunizations are in progress may not be permitted to
attend until the requirements are met.

» The saving detail is that "in progress™" counts. Do not wait to finish the series; start the shots and
document that you have started.

- A warning in the other direction: falsifying the residency affidavit is a class A misdemeanor, and the
district may sue to recover the cost of the time the child attended. Do not sign a residency statement that
is not accurate; a false official statement in an immigration file can become a far heavier problem later.
Enroliment also requires a sworn statement about prior suspensions involving weapons, drugs, alcohol or
willful injury.

« The state residency requirement does not apply to some students at all: students experiencing
homelessness, state wards in residential care, students placed in a facility by a juvenile court order or
because of mental health or developmental disability, students transferred between districts by court
order, and students living with someone other than a parent or guardian because they are orphaned, have
one surviving parent, or are self-supporting.

What the district asks for in practice

WHAT IS
REQUIRED

DETAIL

O Parent photo No Social Security number appears on the district's published list; it is photo identification, a
identification birth certificate, immunizations, school records and two proofs of residency
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WHAT IS

REQUIRED DETAIL
(O Student birth Previous school records are also requested, including an individualized education program if
certificate there is one
O Immunization An incomplete record is one of the lawful grounds for refusal, but documentation that
records immunizations are in progress is accepted
(O Two proofs of A current bill (water, gas or electric only), a valid deed, a current mortgage statement, a
residency current-year property tax receipt, a valid signed residential lease, a current-year homeowner
or renter insurance policy, a current pay stub, a current bank statement, or current social
service or government documents. They must be dated within the last 30 days and in the
parent's nhame
O If nothingisin The district has a residency affidavit, completed by the homeowner or leaseholder together
your hame with the parent, before a notary, with both present. Because your landlord has to come

along, arrange the appointment around that from the start

Where to go: Office of Admissions, 2901 Troost Ave., Kansas City, Missouri, weekdays 8 a.m. to 4:30
p.m., telephone (816) 418-7505. The district directs families to EnrollKC.org for the full document list and
runs an online enroliment process; in recent years signature schools, pre-kindergarten, kindergarten and
neighborhood school enroliment opened in mid-December. Note that this district is not a plain
neighborhood assignment district: you apply for signature schools and are offered a seat, and we could not
verify how the selection is made, so we do not call it a lottery. Enroliment page: kcpublicschools.org/enroll.
Every district line here comes from summaries of pages on the district's own domain, because the district
site runs as an application and its pages could not be read directly.

Language: Turkish is not on the district roster, while the city 311 line
will add an interpreter in any language

The district has a Language Services and Cultural Equity unit built from two offices: English for speakers of
other languages, and newcomer family and community engagement. The district reports 64 languages
spoken among roughly 15,196 students, has announced a Language Access Manager, and runs a Spanish
dual language program, Mandarin and Spanish immersion programs and a World Language Academy with an
international baccalaureate. But the interpreter and translator languages the district names are eight:
Spanish, Somali, Swahili, Kinyarwanda, Kirundi, Arabic, Burmese and Karen. Turkish is not on that list. We
write it exactly that way: the district staffs those eight languages and Turkish is not among them. A
translation plugin on a website is not a language service. Language services page: kcpublicschools.org
language services.

Now read the two together, because the city commitment is broader than the district commitment. The
Kansas City, Missouri 311 line can, in the city's own words, provide help with city services in any language:
you call, you say which language you speak, and the representative brings an interpreter onto the line. From
outside the city, (816) 513-1313. So the published commitment for city services is broad while the school
district's commitment stops at eight languages. They are not the same thing and a family should not rely on
the wrong door: ask the Office of Admissions what interpretation it can arrange, and consider bringing your
own interpreter or a Turkish-speaking relative to the appointment.
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And the state line matters here too. Kansas City, Missouri sits on the state line and there is another city with
the same name in the neighboring state: Kansas City, Kansas. School districts do not cross the line: a child
living at a Missouri address enrolls in a Missouri district, and the document list, immunization rules and
language services of the district on the Kansas side are not the ones described here. The city itself also
spans Jackson, Clay, Platte and Cass counties and is not a single school district; find out which county and
which district your address falls in first, then ask that district for its list.

r

THE ORDER TO FOLLOW FOR ENROLLMENT

» Start the immunizations today. An incomplete record is one of the few lawful grounds for refusal, but
documentation that the shots are in progress is accepted, so do not wait for the series to finish.

» Prepare the two proofs of residency in advance: dated within the last 30 days and in your name, and
the only bill types accepted are water, gas and electric.

 If nothing is in your name, ask about the residency affidavit signed by both parties before a notary
from the start.

- If the number is requested, cite the state's own guidance and say the district must be prepared to
substitute an alternative number.

» Do notrely on the district for interpretation: Turkish is not on its staffing list, while the city 311 line
says it will bring an interpreter in any language.

TURKISH-SPEAKING IMMIGRATION ATTORNEY IN MISSOURI
@ Have a question about your immigration status?

Attorney Asim Clinch serves clients across Missouri, in Turkish and English. Free evaluation:

‘I’ clinchlaw.com/free-evaluation - +1866-491-7669
Office: 321 N Central Expy, Ste 206, McKinney, TX 75070

Attorney responsible for this guide: Asim Clinch, Esq., Clinch Law Firm P.C. Attorney Asim Clinch is a member of the Missouri Bar (No. 76084) and
practices U.S. federal immigration law.

Attorney advertising. This guide is general information only. It is not legal advice and is not a substitute for the advice of an attorney. Information
compiled from official sources as of October 7, 2026; fees and procedures change, so check the official site before you act. Reading this guide
does not create an attorney-client relationship. The choice of a lawyer is an important decision and should not be based solely upon
advertisements. Latest version: clinchlaw.com/city-guides/missouri-immigration-attorney
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