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There are two paths, and the difference between them is not only the document list but what
happens to your information. We print both of the agency's sentences and decide nothing.

SHORT ANSWER

Nevada opens two separate paths, and the difference is not only the document list but what
happens to your information. We print two sentences from the agency's own handbook exactly as
written. For the driver authorization card: Information used to obtain a Driver Authorization Card will
not be released or used to determine legal presence or immigration status. For the standard license
and REAL ID, in the same handbook: Any immigration documents presented will be submitted for
electronic verification of lawful status. This guide does not decide which one suits you; we put both
sentences in front of you and the decision belongs to you and your attorney. Read the second
sentence correctly: it is about the documents presented, not a threat about the card itself.

Two paths, two information regimes
The state motor vehicle agency is the Nevada Department of Motor Vehicles and it issues three separate
credentials. At the center of this section sits not a table of choices but two sentences, both from the same
official driver handbook. We verified both and print both, because this is the real choice in front of the
reader. Neither promise nor threat: this guide does not tell you what will happen, it tells you what the agency
wrote.

For the driver authorization card: Information used to obtain a Driver Authorization Card will not be
released or used to determine legal presence or immigration status.
For the standard license and REAL ID: Any immigration documents presented will be submitted for
electronic verification of lawful status.
The second sentence is about the documents presented. It is not a threat about the card itself, and we
offer it as neither a promise of protection nor a warning. Discuss which fits your situation with your own
attorney.
The same agency also reports two statutory provisions in its own words on the card's page: that the card
may not be used to determine eligibility for any benefits, licenses or services issued or provided by the
State and its subdivisions, and that information about lawful presence, nationality and citizenship held in
license and registration files may not be released to any person or agency for the purpose of enforcing
immigration law. We cite section numbers only as the agency itself cites them; the state legislative site
could not be reached by any route this round, so we quote no statutory text and derive no numbers.
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CREDENTIAL FOR WHOM TERM

Standard license or REAL ID
license

Anyone who meets the identity and lawful presence
requirements

8 years, 4 years over age
65

Identification card Someone who does not drive but needs identification 8 years or 4 years

Driver authorization card
(Driver Authorization Card)

In the agency's own description, eligible Nevada
residents who cannot meet the identity requirements
for a standard license

4 years, expiring on your
birthday, renewal in person
only

What is printed on the card
The agency's own sentence is this: there are only two differences between the driver authorization card and
a standard license. The card states Not Valid for ID in the top portion, and the blue banner reads Driver
Authorization Card rather than Driver License. The agency continues: the appearance is otherwise
identical. The colored stripe you may have seen in other states does not exist here; the difference is a
legend and a line of text on a banner.

CARD LEGEND ON THE FACE

REAL ID license A gold state silhouette with a star cutout

Standard license and identification card NOT FOR REAL ID PURPOSES

A card issued on a temporary status document Also Limited Term

Driver authorization card Not Valid for ID and the card's name on the blue banner

Both legends are the agency's own wording and we do not alter them. The term of a Limited Term card
follows your visa: it expires on the departure date verified electronically in the federal system, and where no
date can be verified one year is issued, never more than eight years. So on the day an extension or change
of status is approved, write a second line in your calendar: a new appointment at the license office.

Which doors the card opens, and which it does not
DOOR STATUS

Driving on Nevada roads Works

Registering and insuring a vehicle Works. The agency states this on its own page

As identification on the agency's own
forms

Works

Boarding an aircraft Does not work. Not valid for federal purposes

Entering a federal building that requires
identification

Does not work

Benefits, licenses and services of the
State and its subdivisions

Does not work. A statutory provision, in the agency's own account
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DOOR STATUS

A passport application Does not work. Stated on the county clerk's own page; a standard
license is accepted instead

Private businesses (check cashing,
alcohol sales, a notary)

At the business's discretion. The agency's own words: private
businesses have the right to accept or refuse the card

A reduced-fare transit identification card We could not find out. The transit authorities' document lists do not
answer it

An application for the police-issued work
card

We could not find out. The agency's identification list names a license,
but not this card

Opening a bank account We could not find out

The federal form completed when
starting a job

We could not find out

County social assistance We could not find out. That counter asks for a state-issued photo
identification showing an address in the county

Read the last five rows carefully: they do not say does not work, they say we could not find out. All five are
part of a reader's real life and on all five the research found no definite answer. We do not guess. Before you
apply for the card, write down which doors it needs to open and call each of those agencies yourself, then
note the answer. The one-sentence summary: this card says you may drive, it does not say you are
identified.

IS LAWFUL PRESENCE REQUIRED: TWO SENTENCES CONFLICT, AND WE PRINT BOTH

On one hand: the document list the agency publishes for the driver authorization card contains no
lawful status document. None of the three identity options requires proof of lawful presence, and the
third option can be met with foreign government documents alone.
On the other: the same agency's new resident page says in so many words that foreign nationals
may or may not be eligible for a license or a driver authorization card depending on their specific
immigration status.
We do not resolve the conflict, we put it in front of you. The accurate sentence is this: the document
list contains no status document and the agency writes that the information will not be used to
determine status; yet the same agency also writes that eligibility may depend on status. Discuss your
own situation with your attorney before you book.

Documents: for a Turkish reader the door opens in the third option
All documents must be originals; photocopies and scans are not accepted, and anything with an
expiration date must be unexpired.
Identity, one of three options. The first is met with a single document: another state's REAL ID credential,
a U.S. passport, a U.S. birth certificate, a naturalization certificate, a permanent resident card, an
employment authorization card, or a foreign passport bearing a valid U.S. visa and entry record. The
second covers military documents and a specific tribal card.
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The third option is the Turkish reader's door: two of the following together are accepted: a foreign
passport, a foreign birth certificate, a consular identification card, another state's license or
identification card, or another document issued by a foreign government. So a foreign passport plus a
foreign birth certificate, or a foreign passport plus a consular identification card, is accepted in writing.
The system is deliberately two-door. The agency's standard license page lists the documents not
accepted as proof of name and age and puts foreign licenses, foreign birth certificates and consular
identification cards on that list, then adds immediately below: most of these are acceptable for a driver
authorization card. The same document is refused at one counter and accepted at the other.
The translation rule binds you directly: any document not in English must be translated by a translator
from the agency's certified translator list. The translation must be complete, summaries are not
accepted, and it must carry the translator's signed statement with the number the agency issued.
Two residency documents are required, each showing your name and a street address; a post office box
is not accepted. Accepted items include a lease, a utility bill, a bank statement, a pay stub, a school
record, a hotel, motel or recreational vehicle park record longer than thirty days, and a notarized
statement from a Nevada resident. For a newcomer spending the first month in a hotel or without a bill in
their own name yet, those last two are a genuine way through.
On the number question the distinction is clear: the handbook's own sentence states that a Social
Security number is not necessary for a driver authorization card. For a standard license or identification
card proof of the number is required; someone who has applied but not yet received a number may
declare that, and no proof is asked.

Tests, language and a Turkish license
SITUATION TESTS REQUIRED

Arriving with a Turkish license (a foreign license other than Canada) Vision, knowledge and skills

Someone who has never held a license Vision, knowledge and skills

Arriving with a valid license from another U.S. state, over 21 Vision screening only
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LANGUAGE, INTERPRETERS AND RECIPROCITY: THREE HONEST ANSWERS

The language of the test: the agency writes that the knowledge test is offered in English and
Spanish. We found no record of it being offered in Turkish. We do not say it does not exist; we say
we could not find it.
The real answer lies in an interpreter rule: an applicant whose English or Spanish is insufficient may
use an interpreter during the written test for a non-commercial license, a driver authorization card
and a learner permit. The conditions are set: the interpreter must bring a letter of approval from a
public agency, a court, an educational institution or a non-profit advocacy organization, must sign a
declaration at each session, may not interpret for a family member, is paid by you, and is not
permitted during the skills test.
Reciprocity: the only license reciprocity program the agency publishes is for Taiwan, with its
conditions written out. We found none with Türkiye, and we do not say none exists.
And the second thing we could not find is more practical: how many days a newcomer may drive on
a Turkish license. The handbook says thirty days, but that sentence is written for people moving
from another U.S. state; we could not read an agency sentence setting the same period for someone
arriving directly from abroad, and we do not generalize on our own. Ask the agency in the week you
arrive and get the answer in writing.
The practical plan: get an international driving permit before you leave Türkiye, prepare for all three
tests rather than expecting an exemption, and do not leave the translation work to the day of your
appointment.

Fees and two recorded conflicts
TRANSACTION THE AGENCY'S FEE PAGE

Driver authorization card, first issue and renewal (4 years) $22.50

Standard license, first issue (8 years) $41.50

Identification card, ages 18 to 64, first issue $21.50

First knowledge and skills test $25

Each retest $10

Change of address only $3.50

The first conflict: the agency's driver handbook shows every one of these items twenty-five cents lower
than its website. We used the website figures because the handbook itself points to the website for current
fees, but we do not hide the discrepancy. The second conflict: the duplicate card fee appears as $17 on
one agency page and as $17.50 in that page's own question-and-answer section and on the fee page. Open
the agency's current fee table yourself before your appointment, and ask about accepted payment methods
on the same call.

1 Read the two sentences first, then decide. Which path to apply on is a legal decision; discuss it with
your attorney before you book.
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2 Gather your documents as originals and have anything not in English translated by a translator from
the agency's certified translator list.

3 Prepare two residency documents. If you have no bill in your own name yet, ask about the hotel record
and the notarized resident statement.

4 If you came from another U.S. state, put the thirty days in your calendar and expect to surrender your
old card.

5 If you came directly from abroad, ask the agency about the period and get the answer in writing; this
guide does not answer that question.

6 Ask about the test language and interpreters before your appointment. Turkish is on no list, but the
interpreter rule exists.

7 List the doors your card has to open and call each of the five unverified ones yourself.

8 If your status is temporary, calendar the expiration date; book the second appointment on the day
your extension is approved.

TURKISH-SPEAKING IMMIGRATION ATTORNEY IN NEVADA
Have a question about your immigration status?
Attorney Asim Clinch serves clients across Nevada, in Turkish and English. Free evaluation:
clinchlaw.com/free-evaluation · +1 866-491-7669
Office: 321 N Central Expy, Ste 206, McKinney, TX 75070

Attorney responsible for this guide: Asim Clinch, Esq., Clinch Law Firm P.C. Attorney Asim Clinch is a member of the Missouri Bar (No. 76084) and
practices U.S. federal immigration law.

Attorney advertising. This guide is general information only. It is not legal advice and is not a substitute for the advice of an attorney. Information
compiled from official sources as of October 10, 2026; fees and procedures change, so check the official site before you act. Reading this guide
does not create an attorney-client relationship. The choice of a lawyer is an important decision and should not be based solely upon
advertisements. Latest version: clinchlaw.com/city-guides/nevada-immigration-attorney
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