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Car Registration, Tax, Inspection and
Tolls in North Carolina 2026
The Tag and Tax Together combined notice, the $250 Highway Use Tax cap, the plate sticker
abolished on October 1, 2026, the 19-county emissions list and NC Quick Pass.

SHORT ANSWER

Two things here work unlike anywhere else in this series. First, the annual registration fee and the
county's vehicle property tax arrive on one combined notice, and both are paid to the DMV; the
program is called Tag and Tax Together. You cannot renew the tag without paying the tax; there is
no option to pay only the registration. Second, on October 1, 2026 the state abolished the license
plate sticker and the automatic printed registration card. Every other guide in this series describes
a sticker; in North Carolina there is no longer such a thing.

How to register, step by step
1 Count the deadline correctly. NCDMV's rule is that a new resident must title and register the vehicle at

the sooner of accepting gainful employment in the state or the expiry of the reciprocity period, which
the agency describes as typically 30 days. So you have about 30 days for the car, or day one if you
have started a job; the 60 days on the license does not extend it. An inspection is required before the
first renewal, not for the initial new-resident registration.

2 Insurance first. The policy must come from a company licensed to do business in North Carolina.
NCDMV puts it in one line: out-of-state policies are not accepted. A Texas, New Jersey or New York
policy will not register a car here.

3 Gather the documents. The out-of-state title or registration card, form MVR-1 (title application), form
MVR-180 (odometer disclosure, for vehicles under 10 years old), a valid driver license and state
insurance.

4 Work out the Highway Use Tax. The $250 cap below is the single largest item for anyone bringing a
car from another U.S. state.

5 If you have just moved, ask about limited registration. The "T" sticker defers the property tax for 60
days. NCDMV's warning reads: you must pay the property tax by the time the limited registration
expires, there is no grace period.

6 Keep your registration address current. The renewal notice, the insurance termination notice and the
toll invoice all go to the address in your DMV record.
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Highway Use Tax, charged instead of sales tax
The rate is 3% and it arises on every title transfer, less the trade-in value if the car came from a dealer.
North Carolina collects a one-time Highway Use Tax on a vehicle rather than sales tax.
The $250 cap: where the vehicle, at the time of the North Carolina application, is and has been titled in
the owner's own name in another state for at least 90 days, the tax is capped at $250.
Other caps: $2,000 per title for a Class A or Class B commercial vehicle and for a recreational vehicle.
Source warning: the rate and the cap come from G.S. 105-187.3. We could not read the statute text,
because ncleg.gov refused both of our tools, and we took these figures from the state domain's search
index and NCDOT's own restatements. The exemptions sit in G.S. 105-187.6, which we also could not read.
Before you bring a car in, confirm the figure on (919) 715-7000.

PLANNING THOSE 90 DAYS IS WORTH REAL MONEY

Bring a $30,000 car from another U.S. state, titled in your own name for 90 days, and you pay $250.
Buy the same car the week you arrive in North Carolina and you pay the full 3%, about $900. The
difference is roughly $650, so setting your moving calendar around the car's title date puts money
straight back in your pocket.

Tag and Tax Together: one notice, two items
The notice arrives by post, and NCDMV sends renewal notices 90 days before expiry. The two amounts are
itemized separately but fall due on the same day. You can pay by post, in person at a license plate agency,
online, or at a self-service kiosk. The value and the rate belong to the county; NCDMV's own wording is that
questions regarding vehicle values and appeals on tax values must be directed to the tax assessor in the
county where the vehicle is registered, not to NCDMV. For a Raleigh address that is Wake County Tax
Administration, 919-856-5400, taxhelp@wakegov.com. For registration fee questions on a combined
notice, NCDMV's number is 919-814-1779. Sample rates: the county vehicle property tax rate is $0.5371 per
$100 of value, the City of Raleigh share is $0.3720, a total of $0.9091; the county's own worked example
uses an $8,500 vehicle, about $77 a year. We read those rates on the county's page, but the page labels its
charts without naming the fiscal year, so we could not confirm which fiscal year they belong to, and they
are reset every July 1. An address outside municipal limits pays only the county share. The county's page
does not publish the deadline for appealing a vehicle value, or the refund and proration rules when a
vehicle is sold or taken out of state, and refers the taxpayer to the phone instead; we could not establish
them either. There is also a contradiction in the county surcharge on the notice: the MVR-94 fee schedule
puts the additional fee for vehicles registered in Durham, Orange and Wake counties at $15.00, then explains
it in its own footnote as $10.00 Regional Transportation Authority plus $7.00 county vehicle registration
tax. Ten plus seven is seventeen, not fifteen. The document contradicts itself and the county's own material
repeats the same formulation, so the error is not confined to one place. We do not pick a winner: call 919-
814-1779 for the correct amount. For comparison, Randolph County's equivalent item is $1.00, and a
Charlotte or Mooresville registration has no such item at all.
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NO TAG RENEWAL WITHOUT PAYING THE TAX

The county sends no separate car tax bill, and Wake County states on its own page that payment for the
combined notice cannot be made at the county tax office. One sheet of paper carries both the
registration fee and the car tax; you pay them together or your plate is not renewed. Tag and Tax covers
only the vehicle property tax, not real estate tax or a mortgage escrow.

Fees
ITEM FEE

Passenger car plate, annual $46.25 (it was $38.75 before July 1, 2024)

Certificate of Title $66.75

Instant Title (same day) $126.00

Transfer of registration, replacement plate, duplicate
registration card

$25.50 each

Failure to transfer title within 28 days $25.50

Electric vehicle additional fee $214.50

Plug-in hybrid additional fee $107.25

Motorcycle or moped plate $29.50

Trailer plate $32.25

Printed registration card ordered online (since October 1,
2026)

$5.00

Safety inspection only $13.60 ($12.75 labor plus an $0.85 state fee)

Safety plus emissions inspection No more than $30.00 ($23.75 plus $6.25); a station
may charge less

Digital registration: do not look for a sticker
Since October 1, 2026 North Carolina no longer prints a plate sticker and no longer issues a printed
registration card automatically. After a registration transaction you receive a receipt showing the
registration details, the fees, the vehicle identification number, the plate number and a barcode, together
with a link to download the digital registration card, which you can keep on your phone or print. A printed
card is still available: instantly at any license plate agency, or online for $5. NCDMV Commissioner Paul Tine
put it that only the physical sticker and the printed registration card are going away. Everything else is
unchanged: the renewal notice still comes 90 days ahead, inspection is still required, fees and taxes still fall
due, and all four payment channels remain open. Do not look for a sticker on your plate; download the digital
card and keep it on your phone.
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Inspection and emissions: 19 counties
Every registered vehicle takes an annual safety inspection. In 19 counties an emissions inspection is
also required: Alamance, Buncombe, Cabarrus, Cumberland, Davidson, Durham, Forsyth, Franklin, Gaston,
Guilford, Iredell, Johnston, Lincoln, Mecklenburg, New Hanover, Randolph, Rowan, Union, Wake.
Neighboring counties can differ. Wake is on the list, so registrations in Raleigh, Cary, Apex, Garner,
Morrisville, Wake Forest and Holly Springs need the combined test. Durham, Franklin and Johnston are on
it too; Orange County, which includes Chapel Hill, is not.
Timing: the inspection must be completed within the 90 days before the registration renewal, and your
next inspection falls due in the month your registration renewal is due.
Exemptions: vehicles within the three most recent model years and under 70,000 miles are exempt from
emissions; vehicles over 30 years old take no inspection at all; vehicles over 8,500 lb GVWR take the
safety inspection only. Vehicles 20 years and older have been exempt from emissions since December 1,
2019.
Source warning: we took the split between labor and the state share from the state domain's search index
because the NCDMV page uses an accordion; we read the $30 ceiling directly from the NC DEQ page.

Insurance: minimums went up, enforcement is strict
Since July 1, 2025 the minimums are 50/100/50: $50,000 bodily injury per person, $100,000 per
accident, $50,000 property damage. Before that date they were 30,000 / 60,000 / 25,000. The state
insurance department says anyone still on the old minimums should expect a premium increase at
renewal.
Underinsured motorist coverage is now in every new and renewed policy. The statute also tied the
definition of underinsured to the claimant's total damages rather than to the sum of the applicable liability
limits, and barred most offsets and reductions other than workers compensation.
The insurer must report every lapse to the DMV. The DMV then mails you a termination notice. The
response window used to be 10 days from the date on the notice; since October 1, 2026 it is 30 days. Any
text written to the ten-day window is now wrong.
How to clear it: the insurer electronically files form FS-1 showing continuous coverage, the DMV updates
the record and cancels the penalties.
The penalty ladder: $50 with no lapse in the previous three years, $100 with one, $150 with two or more.
If you do not respond, plate revocation follows on top of the penalties, along with late fees, interest and
collection.
A second official contradiction sits on the restoration fee. MVR-94 lists a restoration fee of $20.00 and a
separate service fee of $50.00, while the NCDMV insurance requirements page refers to a single $50
restoration fee paid at registration renewal. The two official sources do not agree; we do not pick a
winner, so confirm on (919) 715-7000 before you pay.

Toll roads: NC Quick Pass
The state's toll roads are all electronic: no booths, no cash lanes. The transponder is NC Quick Pass, and in
the turnpike authority's own words it gives a 50% discount off the invoice rate; read the other way round, a
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driver without a transponder pays double. The toll facilities are the Triangle Expressway around Raleigh
(Toll NC 540 and Toll NC 147, today six lanes over 36.8 miles, with Complete 540 Phase 1 opening September
25, 2024), the Monroe Expressway in Union County, and the I-77 Express Lanes north of Charlotte, whose
rates we did not separately confirm. The rates below take effect January 1, 2026; the no-transponder figures
are arithmetic from the official doubling rule. Rates rise every January 1, by 12 cents on the original road and
14 cents on the extension in 2026, so every figure here has a one-year life.

ROAD NC QUICK PASS, 2-AXLE NO TRANSPONDER

Triangle Expressway, original 18 miles $4.17 About $8.34

Triangle Expressway extension, 18 miles $4.33 About $8.66

Monroe Expressway, full length $2.96 About $5.92

FOR A NEWCOMER THE REAL RISK IS THE CHAIN, NOT THE PENALTY

Published account fees: $1 a month after 24 months with no transaction; $5 for each quarterly
statement sent by post; $25 for a returned or declined automatic payment; $5 a month if plate-read
transactions exceed 15% of monthly transactions. The processing fee and civil penalty added to
unpaid tolls are not published and we could not establish them.
If your insurance lapses for even a day while you move it from one state to another, the insurer must
report it to the DMV. The DMV writes you a short-fuse letter and that letter goes to the address in the
DMV's records. If you do not respond, the plate is revoked.
The toll invoice also goes to the address on the vehicle registration. With no booths it is very easy to
enter the Triangle Expressway by accident, and you feel nothing at the time.
Do two things on the day you move: update the registration address immediately and never leave
the state policy with a gap, not even for a day. Open an NC Quick Pass account before your first
drive, and add email notification so you see the invoice even if your postal address is wrong.
If you open an account and never use it, $1 a month starts after 24 months; close it if you will not use
it.
If you are subject to the address reporting duty, also report your new address to USCIS within 10 days
on Form AR-11.

TURKISH-SPEAKING IMMIGRATION ATTORNEY IN NORTH CAROLINA

Have a question about your immigration status?
Attorney Asim Clinch serves clients across North Carolina, in Turkish and English. Free evaluation:
clinchlaw.com/free-evaluation · +1 866-491-7669
Office: 321 N Central Expy, Ste 206, McKinney, TX 75070

Attorney responsible for this guide: Asim Clinch, Esq., Clinch Law Firm P.C. Attorney Asim Clinch is a member of the Missouri Bar (No. 76084) and
practices U.S. federal immigration law.

Attorney advertising. This guide is general information only. It is not legal advice and is not a substitute for the advice of an attorney. Information
compiled from official sources as of October 6, 2026; fees and procedures change, so check the official site before you act. Reading this guide
does not create an attorney-client relationship. The choice of a lawyer is an important decision and should not be based solely upon
advertisements. Latest version: clinchlaw.com/city-guides/north-carolina-immigration-attorney
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