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CHECKLIST · RENO

Moving to Reno Checklist: The First 90
Days (2026)
What newcomers need to do in order, the deadlines and where each is done. Print it and tick the
boxes.

SHORT ANSWER

The first ten days are federal: if you are subject to address reporting, notify USCIS within 10 days,
and if you have a case in immigration court, notify the court within 5 days. But in this city the
second sentence has a tail: which court you notify does not come off a map, it comes off the notice
you were sent; we set out why in our official offices directory. The first week is about the city, and
here there are four providers: electricity and natural gas from the same company, water from its
own regional authority, sewer from the city and billed quarterly, and refuse from a contractor under
agreement with the city. If you are coming from the south of the state, forget the two-bills
sentence, it is wrong here. The same week, do one two-minute job: look at the last digit of your
house number and write your watering days in your calendar. There is no watering on Monday
here, and Sunday is open to odd-numbered addresses.

The first 10 days
TASK WHERE OR HOW

Report your address to
USCIS

As a general rule required for most non-citizens including green card holders,
within 10 days; A and G visa holders and visitors under the visa waiver program
are excepted. uscis.gov/addresschange

Update the address on
every pending case
separately

Filing an AR-11 does not by itself change the address on a pending application;
enter the receipt number of each one

If you have an immigration
court case

Within 5 days using Form EOIR-33/IC: respondentaccess.eoir.justice.gov. Which
court you send it to is a separate question in this city; read your notice

If you have a check-in
obligation

Report the address through portal.ice.gov as well; if you hold an appointment
document, the address on that document controls

If you hold the status-
neutral driving card there
is a separate task

That card's address change has to be done in person, so it needs an
appointment. The federal notice does not replace it

Do not mistake mail
forwarding for a notice

A change of address filed with the post office does not update an agency record,
and giving your address to a state, county or city agency does not satisfy the
federal obligation
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THERE ARE THREE WAYS TO MOVE HERE, AND ALL THREE REQUIRE A NOTICE

From the south of the state to here. A great deal really does change: your police contact splits into
two separate bodies, your electricity and gas consolidate into one company, your water authority,
sewer bill, refuse contractor, school district and library system all change, and even the rate you pay
at the register goes down. But the federal notice is still the same notice.
Moving house inside the city. No agency changes and your envelope carries the same city name.
You have still moved and you still report within 10 days.
From the city to an unincorporated county address. The trap runs the other way: the city name on
your envelope can stay the same while your contact shifts from the city to the county, in policing
and licensing too.
Renting a post office box is not a solution, because the agency wants the address where you
actually live.
One thing changed in 2026: take into account the federal rule that took effect on June 29, 2026 and
reworked alien registration and what counts as evidence of registration, readable in the
federalregister.gov record.

The first week: four providers, three legal regimes
ITEM PROVIDER REGIME AND COMPLAINT DOOR

Electricity and
natural gas

One company for northern Nevada: Sierra
Pacific Power Company d/b/a NV Energy

Inside the regulator's authority; complaints go
to the regulator

Water Truckee Meadows Water Authority Outside that authority, it sets its own rules;
complaints go to the county commission

Sewer City of Reno, quarterly Not an account you open, a bill against the
property

Refuse A contractor under agreement with the city Outside that authority; the contact is the local
business license unit

This is where the most commonly mistransplanted sentence sits: in the south of the state electricity comes
from one company and natural gas from another, and two separate bills are paid. Here there is one contact.
The regulator still lists the tariffs separately, so one company does not collapse two sets of rules into one.
And the regulator gives readers a practical rule: it does not regulate a body with authority, district or mutual
in its name. That is the shortest way to find the right door for a problem with a bill in Nevada.

TASK WHERE OR HOW

Make two calls,
not three

One call for electricity and gas, a separate one for water. In both, frame your first question
as what do you accept as alternative identification

The number
question for
electricity and
gas

The regulator's own answer: companies set what they require in their tariffs, some may ask
for a number, but many provide an alternative such as a driver license number
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TASK WHERE OR HOW

The number
question for
water

We could not verify the answer. The authority's site could not be reached at all this round;
we print no deposit amount, no accepted identification and no answer on whether a
number is required. We do not copy the written passport route of the authority in the south,
which is another authority's rule. Call the authority

A procedural
note on the water
account

The authority operates under a rule asking that a new service application be made in person
at its business office and that charges be paid at the time of application

Know your
deposit rights

For electricity and gas the cap cannot exceed 1.5 times the estimated average monthly bill
for the residence; an installment right is mandatory; a refund is mandatory after twelve
consecutive on-time payments; for an elderly customer the cap is halved, and no deposit
at all may be required of some customers receiving particular benefits

Once the bills are
in your name you
hold a document

Those documents are the proof of residency asked for in a license application, in school
enrollment and for a library card

Find out which
side of the line
your address sits
on

Inside the city limits, or in the unincorporated county. This decides which door you go to for
everything from a code complaint to a building permit to policing

Get the library
card

The system is Washoe County Library System, separate from the one in the south. A
standard card lasts three years; a conditional card is issued to someone whose
documents are incomplete, limited to two items at a time and expiring after three months.
The address proof list includes vehicle registration and, for people living with an owner
without a lease, a notarized affidavit. Heavy hedge: the system's site could not be reached
at all this round, so confirm the terms at a branch

Do not expect a
provider name
for internet

The regulator has no authority over internet and points to the federal communications
agency for complaints. We could not verify which company serves which address and we
print no provider name; check your address in advance
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YOUR WATERING DAY DEPENDS ON YOUR HOUSE NUMBER, AND THE SOUTHERN RULE RUNS BACKWARDS HERE

Even-numbered addresses (0, 2, 4, 6, 8): Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday. Odd-numbered addresses
(1, 3, 5, 7, 9): Wednesday, Friday, Sunday. No watering on Monday for anyone.
This is the sharpest inversion in the series: in the south of the state outdoor watering is banned on
Sundays in every season, while here Sunday is a watering day for odd-numbered addresses. The
same act is compliant in one city and a violation in the other. If you moved up from the south you are
carrying the wrong habit: you either waste your own day or you water on Monday and commit a
violation.
Hand-held hose watering and drip systems are not subject to the day limits. During the watering
season the authority's crews patrol for water waste seven days a week.
On the hour window the authority's own two pages conflict, and we do not resolve it. One page
asks that sprinklers be off between 12.00 and 18.00 in summer; another says that under drought
conditions the window is 11.00 to 19.00. We could not verify which applies this season; apply the
narrower one and ask the authority for the current window.
There is no penalty figure in this guide, and that is a decision rather than a gap. That the authority
patrols and issues penalties is verified, but the amounts and tiers could not be verified. We do not
copy the penalty schedule of the water authority in the south: that schedule comes from another
authority's rule set and the authority here does not apply it. Call the authority, ask for the tiers, and
ask for the answer in writing.
The person on the hook is the account holder. In a single family home where the account is in the
tenant's name the penalty goes to the tenant; in an apartment building where the owner or operator
holds the account it goes to them. And the answer has to be in your lease by law: the state landlord
and tenant statute requires a written lease to set out how utility bills are divided between the
parties. We read the text this round from a secondary legislation mirror stamped May 26, 2025; we
leave the section number to the agency's own citation and do not quote the text.
Run the sprinklers once on your first day and watch them. Whatever method you use, water
reaching the pavement or the street is exactly what the patrols are looking for.
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THE TRIGGER FOR THE SHUTOFF BAN IS TEMPERATURE, NOT THE CALENDAR

If the forecast for any twenty-four hour period shows 105 Fahrenheit or above or 15 Fahrenheit or
below, a shutoff for nonpayment is postponed. We print these two figures with confidence,
because they are identical in the regulation and in the company's tariff filed with the regulator. The
rule expressly covers multi-unit residential complexes too.
This is a postponement, not a cancellation. The debt stands; only the shutoff is deferred.
In this city the cold end of the rule genuinely operates. In the southern valley 15 Fahrenheit is a
theoretical figure; here winter is real, so the protection switches on at both ends of the year.
More protective thresholds for elderly and disabled households appear in the regulation but not in
the company's published tariff. If someone over 62 or a person with a disability lives in your
household the threshold may be more protective; we do not write it as settled, ask your company.
The gas exemption is conditional, and the shared company does not change that. The tariff writes
that the hot-weather postponement does not apply to gas, where gas is not essential for cooling that
residence.
A provision specific to the north: for a northern Nevada customer whose gas and electricity are on a
single bill, the arrears threshold that triggers a shutoff is set higher.
Water and refuse are entirely outside this regime. Do not defer your water bill because hot or cold
weather arrived.
Protections independent of temperature: ten days written notice before a shutoff and a second
notice at least forty-eight hours beforehand if unpaid; no shutoff on a weekend, a public holiday or
the day before either; no shutoff where someone in the home depends on a life support device and
the company knows; and a thirty-day postponement on a written statement signed by a physician, a
public health official or an advanced practice nurse, in which case the company must offer
installments of up to ninety days. The sections are in the utilities section of our state guide.

SEWER AND REFUSE: BOTH STRUCTURALLY DIFFERENT FROM THE SOUTH

Sewer is not an account, it is a bill tied to the property. The city sends it quarterly: January, April,
July and October. It is due on receipt, and if the full amount is not paid by the last day of the quarter
a fifteen percent penalty applies under the municipal code.
The rate is flat: on the city's own page a single family home pays 190.59 dollars per quarter from the
last quarter of 2026, rising to 199.59 dollars in the summer of 2027; the multi-unit rate is lower. The
increase applies once a year and shows up on the July statement.
Container service is mandatory for refuse and extra bags are not accepted. Excess waste needs a
tag issued by the city, and each household gets twenty tags a year, to be used on its own collection
day.
Each household also gets four free transfer station trips a year. That is the single most useful item
for the bulky things that pile up after a move; use it in the month you move.
A separate container is provided for recycling; anyone wanting to change container size is advised
to wait at least one hundred twenty days, so get the size decision right at the start.
Do not carry the southern tariff and billing rhythm here. That arrangement rests on a flat monthly
amount; this one is a mandatory container plus limited tags.
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Within 30 days
TASK WHERE OR HOW

Vehicle registration,
insurance and
emissions

On emissions the ceiling and waiver threshold are lower than in the south and the
owner may do the repair. On insurance there is no grace period. The hidden cost of
delaying registration: the out-of-state plate rate at park gates

Set up the tax side No state income tax is withheld from your pay and you file no state return. But there is
tax, it has only moved: in this county you pay 8.265 percent at the register. Do not carry
this rate from the south; the rate there is higher and the items inside it are entirely
different

Read what is inside
the rate once

The largest local item inside the rate here is a ballot measure for school facilities;
alongside it sit flood and public safety, a rail grade project, regional transportation and
public roads items. What the locality spends on is readable from inside the rate

Know the tax on
employers

1.17 percent statewide. It is not a payroll deduction but a tax your employer pays; it can
come up in a salary negotiation

If you will work in
the neighboring
state, ask a tax
adviser

The city is close to the state line. We could not verify this round whether a person
working in the neighboring state while living here must file a return there, and we do
not invent an answer. If withholding is set up wrong the difference lands in one piece in
April

Ask the permit
question before you
start work

Some jobs need a separate permit issued by law enforcement, and in this county the
sheriff's office issues them, separately by job type, by appointment only and with an
authorization form signed by the employer. So the order is: job offer first, permit
second. The detail is in our official offices directory

Register at a sliding-
scale health center

Before a problem arises. A sliding-scale clinic is not a free clinic; the discount is
calculated on household income and family size and you still pay a fee. We print no
address, hours, telephone number or fee tier; take them from the clinic's own site. Ask
directly whether immigration status is asked, because the member association's page
says nothing about it

Do not delay the
health application

The marketplace sits with the state itself, not on the federal site; the application and the
eligibility decision run through a separate unit and a portal. Do not merge the age limits:
21 on the Medicaid side, 19 in the children's health program. You may see the old
agency name in letters; the name changed in 2025

Pick the marriage
counter correctly

In this county the fee is 85 dollars; there is no waiting period and no blood test; both of
you must be there in person at the same time. Do not carry the southern counter's fee
and procedure here. We set out the identification and number questions in our consulate
guide

If you need a birth
certificate

In this county the registrar is the northern county health authority, the fee is 25 dollars
per copy, and the records go back to the late 1800s. The counter is closed over the
lunch hour; people who go without knowing find a closed door

Report a city
problem

The city has its own service center, open on weekdays and closed for half an hour at
midday every day. But this is not a promise of protection: you can stay anonymous, yet
the city's own sentence says what you submit becomes a public record open to public
inspection, and if you give your contact details in a business license or code
enforcement complaint you can be called as a witness
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IF YOU BOUGHT A HOME: THE PROPERTY TAX CAP DOES NOT ARRIVE BY ITSELF

The cap applied to an owner's primary residence is three percent. Some rental housing meeting low
income rent limits can fall under the same cap.
We avoid a copying trap: the southern county's page prints a higher cap rate for other property, this
county's page does not. We do not carry that rate here; if you own a home you do not live in, land or
commercial property, ask the assessor's office for the rate.
In this county the procedure is a form, not a card: a partial cap claim form is filed to claim the lower
cap for the first time in the current fiscal year. The appeal form is separate; someone who already
filed a claim that year uses a request for review form. Do not carry the southern county's postcard
procedure here.
Recording a deed drops the previous cap. If the previous owner held the discount on the home you
bought, it comes off with the transfer and the form has to be filed to re-establish it in your name.
Newly built property or property whose use has changed gets no cap at all for that fiscal year.
Two dates: the assessor's page gives no deadline for the claim form, so file early; residential rental
declarations are filed every year and must be returned by June 15. That date belongs to this county.
If the property stops being your primary residence you must notify the office.
We could not verify which documents and which identification number the claim asks for, and
whether an ITIN suffices stands as an open question. We do not guess: call the office before you
start the form.

IF YOU ARE RENTING, READ THREE CLAUSES BEFORE YOU SIGN

The deposit cap, including last month's rent, cannot exceed three months of periodic rent; however
the tenancy ends, the landlord must provide an itemized written accounting and return the balance
within thirty days; a late fee cannot exceed five percent of the periodic rent and cannot be
compounded on an earlier late fee.
How utility bills are divided is one of the mandatory subjects of the lease, and that clause decides
who answers for a water waste penalty.
There is a retaliation ban and its scope is broad: complaining in good faith to a public agency about
a building, housing or health code violation, organizing or joining a tenants union, taking part in a
proceeding about habitability, complaining in good faith about a fair housing violation, and being a
victim of domestic violence, harassment, sexual assault or stalking are all covered. A national origin
discrimination claim sits inside that scope.
Set your expectations correctly on status: the state's protected class list does not include
immigration status or citizenship, and does not include source of income either. But we could not
verify their absence and we do not say there is none. The complaint body is the state equal rights
commission. The detail is in the renting section of our state guide.
If you will rent out a unit we print a conflict: the city's list of activities requiring a license speaks of
renting three or more dwelling units on a single parcel, while the city's own fee schedule carries a
residential rental item for one to three units. The two documents do not match and we take no side;
ask the city business license unit and ask for the answer in writing. What we could verify: the license
runs twelve months, renews annually, and registration with the state business registry is required.
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Within 90 days
TASK WHERE OR HOW

Plan your Türkiye
matters

Nevada is in the consular district of the Consulate General in Los Angeles and there is no
Turkish mission in the state. The good news: the Consulate General is in the same time
zone, so you do not have to convert its published hours. The detail is in our consulate
guide

If you need an
apostille, start early

There are four separate doors and sending a document to the wrong one means the
package comes back. We print no fee, turnaround or procedure, because the state
official's sites did not open this round

Voter registration
and jury duty

Registration and voting belong only to U.S. citizens; do not tick the citizenship box on any
form and do not fill in registration forms handed to you door to door. We could not verify
which records Nevada builds its jury master list from. If a summons arrives, call the
court named on the letter; more than one court operates in this city

Ask a lawyer before
applying for a
public benefit

The federal public charge rule effective September 18, 2026 widened the officer's
discretion; the same rule says benefits received before that date are assessed under the
earlier rule. Put two dates in your calendar: September 18, 2026 and January 1, 2027

Know Nevada's
election on health
coverage

After October 1, 2026 federally matched full coverage is open to four status groups, but
Nevada took the federal option years ago for lawfully residing children and pregnant
people, and the federal agency writes this as an obligation on the state. Lawfully
residing is not the same thing as holding any status

Ask about the
county assistance
door yourself

We did not research the northern county's own assistance unit at all this round. We do
not say there is no such unit, we say our research did not open that door. We do not
carry over the southern county's identification requirement; but before you go to any
assistance counter, think about whether you have a second identification option

Keep your tax
records

Copies of federal returns are often requested in green card and citizenship applications.
Because you file no state return in Nevada, the federal record is all you have

Numbers to know in Reno
SUBJECT FIGURE

Number of utility
providers

Four · electricity and gas from one company · water from its own regional authority · sewer
from the city

Sewer Quarterly, January, April, July, October · single family home 190.59 dollars, rising to 199.59
dollars in summer 2027 · 15 percent late penalty

Refuse Mandatory container · no extra bags · 20 tags a year · 4 free transfer station trips a year

Watering No Monday · even numbers Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday · odd numbers Wednesday, Friday,
Sunday · penalty figures could not be verified

Shutoff ban
thresholds

105 °F or above or 15 °F or below · postponement, not cancellation · water and refuse
outside the regime

Insurance minimum 25,000 / 50,000 / 20,000 dollars · no grace period
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SUBJECT FIGURE

Emissions Annual · test valid 90 days · ceiling 71.50 dollars gasoline, 74 dollars diesel · waiver
threshold 200 dollars · the owner may do the repair

License fees Status-neutral card 22.50 dollars, 4 years · test 25 dollars, retest 10 dollars · two separate
fee conflicts recorded

Transit Single ride 2.00 dollars · day 3.00 dollars · 7 days 14.50 dollars · 31 days 65.00 dollars ·
higher education members free

Sales tax 8.265 percent in Washoe County · largest local item inside it is a school facilities ballot
measure · tax on employers 1.17 percent

Marriage license 85 dollars · no waiting period and no blood test · both in person · license valid one year

Birth certificate 25 dollars per copy · records from the late 1800s · counter closed over lunch

Library card Standard card 3 years · conditional card 2 items, 3 months · digital card 1 month

Property tax cap 3 percent on a primary residence · procedure is a claim form, appeal is a separate form ·
rental declaration June 15

State park entry Tied to the plate · a vehicle without Nevada plates pays a higher rate at every gate · walk-in
entry is charged too
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THE WEEKEND PLAN: NONE OF THE SOUTHERN ITEMS TRAVELS HERE

We start with what is closed, so you do not go for nothing: the museum and store portion of
Nevada Historical Society is closed for renovation and the institution's own site gives no reopening
date. The same institution's research library is open: Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 10.00-16.00,
by appointment only, plus one Saturday a month, again by appointment. The institution is part of the
state museum system, so a reader following the state list can arrive at a closed building.
State park fees look at the plate. At this county's own state park it is 5.00 dollars per vehicle and
10.00 dollars for a vehicle without Nevada plates; at the three parks on the lake it is 10.00 and 15.00
dollars. There is no free walk-in entry: anyone arriving on foot, on horseback or by bicycle pays 2
dollars per person. Do not arrive without cash: at least one park does not take cards, and a separate
collection charge is published for people who do not leave the fee in the self-pay box.
The clearest free door: the park on the border of two states is the only park with no fee shown on
the division's own fee list. Check the season and road conditions anyway.
There is a reservation window at the park on the lake: by the division's own sentence, between April
15 and October 15 a reservation is required to enter by vehicle before 10.30 in the morning. Arriving
at nine on a July morning without one does not work.
The city has its own whitewater park, and its own warning: users are required to wear a helmet and
a life jacket. That is not our advice, it is the city's own text. The same page says the channels contain
randomly placed boulders, that the water temperature runs roughly 50 to 70 Fahrenheit and that it
does not freeze. The city does not write that the park is free, so neither do we.
The county's own park system is large: in the agency's own words over 12,000 acres, of which
more than 10,000 acres are open space, and 49 parks with amenities for every age. Two splash
parks and a visitor center are named inside it. We could not verify a single entry fee; we do not say
they are free and we do not say they are expensive.
We could read two museum prices from the institutions' own pages: at the art museum general
admission is 15.00 dollars, student and senior 13.00 dollars, ages 6 to 14 3.00 dollars, 5 and under
free; at the discovery museum adults are 17.95 dollars, ages 6-17 and over 65 15.95 dollars, ages 1-5
13.95 dollars, under 1 free. At the discovery museum, showing one of certain assistance cards gives
5.00 dollars per person for up to six people; that is a discount, not free admission. The art museum
publishes no free admission day.
A library park pass exists, but it is rationed and has to be asked about here separately. A person
with a Nevada public library card borrows it for one week, it is valid at all 27 state parks, covers one
vehicle with up to eight people, and includes museum admission inside state parks; it does not cover
camping or boat launching and is not valid on federal land. The division's own bulletin says two
passes per public library. We could not verify this system's participation this year and we do not
write that it has one. A conflict is also on record: the division ties the pass to holding a Nevada public
library card, while the reported terms for this county's system add a Nevada residency requirement
on top. We take no side; call your branch and ask whether it is the card or residency that is required.
Federal free entrance days: the two remaining in 2026 are October 27, 2026 and November 11,
2026. But the nearest large federal item in this region, a national park, already charges no entrance
fee, and the cave tours inside it still need tickets on free days.
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THE REAL WARNING FOR A HOUSEHOLD WITH CHILDREN IN THIS STATE

A hotel pool can legally be a 21-and-over venue. The regulator's own text defines a class of venue
at a property that prohibits patrons under 21 from entering, and the same definition lists the dance
area as possibly being a swimming pool or a pool deck. The rule is statewide and this city has
casino hotels too.
The practical result: a family that books a hotel on the strength of the pool photographs may not be
able to take their child into that pool. Call the hotel before you book, ask whether the pool has an age
limit and whether there is a separate pool at the same property open to children. Ask the same
question when you put up a guest.
The gambling age is a separate and harder item: for anyone under 21 it is not only playing that is
prohibited but loitering in gaming areas. In practice a child can pass through a floor with a parent on
the way from one place to another, but cannot stand and wait at the machines or the tables. We could
not read the statutory text, so we quote nothing and print no penalty figure.
There is a night curfew rule too, but we do not print an hour. A night curfew for under-18s is
reported in this state, sources conflict on the hour and on which days it applies, and we could not
read this city's or this county's own ordinances. Most of the conflicting records describe the county
in the south; carrying those figures here would be wrong twice over.
The seasonal lesson: on the southern pages the outdoor plan is built around heat alone. That frame
falls short here: a cold river that does not freeze, mountain passes and the snow tire question are
this region's own realities.

IF YOU ARE NOT A CITIZEN, REMEMBER

Do not tick the citizenship box on any form and do not register to vote. If a jury summons arrives, do
not leave it unanswered; call the jury office of the court named on the letter, not a general number.
Talk to an immigration lawyer before applying for a public benefit, dropping one you already receive,
or moving from one program to another.
Check your entry record: i94.cbp.dhs.gov. Your work authorization, some application eligibilities and
part of your card validity in this state depend on it.
If your green card application is pending, do not travel abroad without advance parole.
If you are detained, ask to speak to a lawyer before saying anything about your status, and if you are
a Turkish citizen ask that the consulate be notified.

Clinch Law Firm P.C. · clinchlaw.com · +1 866-491-7669 · General information, not legal advice Page 11 / 12

https://i94.cbp.dhs.gov/


TURKISH-SPEAKING IMMIGRATION ATTORNEY IN RENO

Have a question about your immigration status?
Attorney Asim Clinch serves clients in Reno and the surrounding area, in Turkish and English. Free
evaluation: clinchlaw.com/free-evaluation · +1 866-491-7669
Office: 321 N Central Expy, Ste 206, McKinney, TX 75070

Attorney responsible for this guide: Asim Clinch, Esq., Clinch Law Firm P.C. Attorney Asim Clinch is a member of the Missouri Bar (No. 76084) and
practices U.S. federal immigration law.

Attorney advertising. This guide is general information only. It is not legal advice and is not a substitute for the advice of an attorney. Information
compiled from official sources as of October 10, 2026; fees and procedures change, so check the official site before you act. Reading this guide
does not create an attorney-client relationship. The choice of a lawyer is an important decision and should not be based solely upon
advertisements. Latest version: clinchlaw.com/city-guides/reno-immigration-attorney
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