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Getting a Driver License in Tuscaloosa:
Which Office? 2026 Guide
The counter closest to you may not be open to you. We give you the measured answer, two separate
questions, and a contradiction we do not resolve.

SHORT ANSWER

A driving credential is state business and Tuscaloosa has no rule of its own. But something else
decides the answer here: the state law enforcement agency's own office dataset carries fields
showing whether foreign national transactions are handled, and the layer was read for all 203
offices. The result: of the 124 offices recorded as local, all 124 do not handle foreign national
transactions, zero exceptions, and that holds on both the issuance and the renewal side. Most
state offices do handle them, but not all. The reading for this city: the state law enforcement
agency's own office here does handle them, and none of the county license and plate counters
do. One warning: the rule follows the agency's type field, not the name on the office.

Which counter is open to you
The data layer behind the state law enforcement agency's office map keeps separate fields for foreign
national issuance and foreign national renewal at every office. For this city the reading is this:

OFFICE DAYS FOREIGN NATIONAL
TRANSACTIONS

The state law enforcement agency's office, 2645 Skyland Boulevard
E, Tuscaloosa, AL 35405

Weekdays Available

The county license and plate offices (in the city and in nearby towns) Weekdays Not available

The practical result in one sentence: the county counter may be closer to you, but if you are a foreign
national applicant you can be turned away there. Book at the state law enforcement agency's office. We
give no distance or drive-time figures; no agency text measures them.

What the measurement says statewide
TYPE OF OFFICE FOREIGN NATIONAL TRANSACTIONS

Local, that is a
county counter

None of them handle these. Of the 124 offices recorded as local, all 124 give the same
answer, on both issuance and renewal. Zero exceptions

State office Most do, but not all. Six state offices do not, including the one in the state capital. That is
why we do not write that every state office handles them
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THE NAME ON THE OFFICE MISREPORTS THE ANSWER

The rule follows the type field in the agency's own dataset, not the name on the office. Statewide,
name and type come apart: an office carrying the agency's acronym in its name can be recorded as
local, and an office named License Office can be recorded as a state office.
So a reader who goes by the name gets it wrong in both directions: seeing a familiar acronym and
being turned away, or seeing License Office, assuming it is a county counter, and missing the office
that could have served them.
The right order: confirm the office's type from the agency's own office finder first, then ask the two
questions below by phone.

Issuance and renewal are separate fields, so ask two questions
The dataset keeps first issuance and renewal separately, and the two do not give the same answer at
every office: an office may not issue to a foreign national yet still renew. So do not ask a single question on
the phone.

1 I am getting an Alabama license for the first time. Do you handle first issuance for a foreign national
applicant at this office?

2 I am renewing an Alabama license I already hold. Do you handle renewal for a foreign national
applicant at this office?

3 Is the oral test option available at this office for applicants who cannot read the test?

Write each answer down with the name of the person you spoke to. These three questions can get three
different answers at the same office.

A CONTRADICTION WE PRINT: THE CLOSING TIME

Two sources from the same agency disagree on when this office closes, and we do not take a side:

The agency's own office page gives the hours as weekdays 7:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., with a lunch
break from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m.
The data layer behind the same agency's office map gives the closing time as 4:00 p.m.
Both are the agency's own source and both were read on October 10, 2026. Call before you go and
ask two things together: what time do you close today, and what is the latest you will start a test. At
Alabama offices the last time a test is accepted can be earlier than the closing time.

Four things to know on the state side
No status-independent second driving card was found in research. The agency's own driver handbook
asks every first-time applicant for evidence of authorized presence, and writes that for foreign national
applicants without work authorization it presumes status to be unauthorized until documents are
presented. That door is not a procedural tip, it is a reason to speak to your attorney.
A new resident has thirty days. The statute's own text requires an Alabama license within 30 days of
establishing residence in the state.

Clinch Law Firm P.C. · clinchlaw.com · +1 866-491-7669 · General information, not legal advice Page 2 / 4

https://www.alea.gov/dps/driver-license


The written test is offered in eleven languages and Turkish is not among them. An oral test option exists
for applicants who cannot read the test; ask about it before your appointment.
A Turkish license is not exchanged. Türkiye does not appear among the reciprocity agreements the
agency lists, so the license is earned from scratch and the tests are required.

Two notes for a student or researcher
A license is not only for driving. In this state every vehicle owner's valid license or non-driver
identification card is verified at registration, and the county's own page says so plainly. The license
requirement reaches the registration counter as well.
The item that holds a file up is usually not a document but proof of address. The order for your first
week here is this: open the water, sewer and garbage account in your own name, then the power
account. A bill in your name works as proof of residence at many doors, and school enrollment asks for
both of them.

Checklist before the appointment
TASK WHERE OR HOW

Go to the state law enforcement agency's
office rather than a county counter

In the agency's own dataset, foreign national transactions
appear to be handled only there in this city

Go by the office type, not its name Confirm the type from the agency's own office finder. Name and
type come apart statewide

Ask two separate questions by phone First issuance and renewal are separate fields and the answers
can differ

Ask the closing time and the last time a test
will be started

Two of the agency's sources disagree on the closing time and
we do not pick one

Ask about the oral test option The written test is offered in eleven languages and Turkish is not
among them

Prepare proof of address in week one Open the water, sewer and garbage account first, then the
power account, in your own name

Talk to your attorney about the lawful
presence door

The agency asks in its own publication for evidence of
authorized presence and no status-independent card was
found

Put the thirty days on your calendar 30 days from establishing residence in Alabama

Do not take your Turkish license in for an
exchange

Türkiye is not on the reciprocity list; prepare for the tests

One last sentence, and it is the only shortcut here: this guide tells you which office to go to, it does not tell
you what time that office closes today. Only a phone call settles the second one.

Clinch Law Firm P.C. · clinchlaw.com · +1 866-491-7669 · General information, not legal advice Page 3 / 4

https://www.alea.gov/dps/driver-license


TURKISH-SPEAKING IMMIGRATION ATTORNEY IN TUSCALOOSA

Have a question about your immigration status?
Attorney Asim Clinch serves clients across Tuscaloosa, in Turkish and English. Free evaluation:
clinchlaw.com/free-evaluation · +1 866-491-7669
Office: 321 N Central Expy, Ste 206, McKinney, TX 75070

Attorney responsible for this guide: Asim Clinch, Esq., Clinch Law Firm P.C. Attorney Asim Clinch is a member of the Missouri Bar (No. 76084) and
practices U.S. federal immigration law.

Attorney advertising. This guide is general information only. It is not legal advice and is not a substitute for the advice of an attorney. Information
compiled from official sources as of October 10, 2026; fees and procedures change, so check the official site before you act. Reading this guide
does not create an attorney-client relationship. The choice of a lawyer is an important decision and should not be based solely upon
advertisements. Latest version: clinchlaw.com/city-guides/tuscaloosa-immigration-attorney
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